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occupation of the State of Georgia. In May, 1780,
Charleston also fell, and when, on August 16, Corn-
wallis routed the American forces at Camden it seemed
that the Southern States had been lost to the American
cause for ever. Then, on October 7, 1780, an event
occurred which in a few hours turned the tide of war.

A British force, under Major Ferguson, had gone into
the hilly country north of South Carolina to gather
recruits among the mountain settlements. What re-
cruits they hoped to secure it is difficult to imagine, for
the hardy mountaineers were enemies to a man, and
immediately news of Ferguson's mission spread abroad,
the call went out for volunteers to resist the invaders.
Soon a force of thirteen hundred fighting-men had been
gathered. By military standards they were a disorderly
rabble. They had no officers, no discipline, but every
man was a dead shot, and one and all were filled with a
fierce longing to get at the foe. This came about at a
placed called Kong's Mountain in the wild frontier
region between South and North Carolina.

Major Ferguson had posted his men upon a hill, and
having surrounded the British position, the Americans
advanced to the attack. Up the hillside swarmed the
agile mountaineers, taking advantage of every scrap of
cover, while they poured a hail of bullets into the'British
ranks above them. They in turn were met by rifle fire
and bayonet charges which repeatedly drove them back,
but the defenders had not the numbers to press their
advantage home, while the attackers formed again
immediately the charge spent itself, and returned to the
assault. Gradually the British resistance weakened.